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■ Reached its highest employment level in Virginia in 1985 � 42,600 jobs; has lost almost 15,000
jobs since then.

■ Was Virginia�s fastest growing manufacturing industry from 1953 (first year employment data
reported in Virginia) to 1969, both in number of jobs and percentage.

■ Industry has lost 262,000 jobs nationally since 1969.

■ Virginia�s second largest exporter of manufactured goods.
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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Export Growth, 1995-2000

Share of Manufactured
Goods Exports, 2000
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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Industry�s Share of Manufacturing Employment
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Industry Trends
Virginia employment distribution: electronic components and accessories (35 percent),
communications equipment (23 percent), electrical industrial apparatus (15 percent), 
electric lighting and wiring equipment (9 percent), and electric distribution equipment 
(8 percent).
■ Employment in electrical and electronic equipment peaked in 1985. The subsequent decline was primarily

due to the effects of foreign competition, especially in communications equipment, and the decline in
military procurement expenditures.

■ The U.S. telecommunications equipment market is highly competitive and characterized by pressure to
improve productivity and reduce costs. In recent years smaller companies have increasingly sought larger
partners to gain access to R&D funds and economies of scale.

■ Due to foreign competition, most low-end telecommunications equipment is no longer manufactured 
in the U.S. Imports account for almost 20 percent of apparent domestic consumption of 
telecommunication equipment.

■ Many U.S. semiconductor manufacturers are moving test and assembly facilities to Asia to take 
advantage of low wage rates. Most of the design and fabrication work remains in the U.S. to take 
advantage of the highly skilled labor pool of engineers.

■ U.S. producers of printed circuit boards face higher manufacturing costs than many overseas companies
due to higher labor costs and the cost of complying with environmental, labor, and health regulations.

■ Foreign imports account for 36 percent of apparent domestic consumption in the U.S. of electronic 
components.

Electrical and Electronic Equipment

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.


